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Elan Vital celebrated the start of
the ski season along with Yodelers Ski
Club and members of other MSC clubs,
with a Meet �n� Ski at Wild Mountain.
The cold, windy weather forecast kept
some people away, but they missed a
sunny day with fantastic snow, and the
wind and cold were hardly enough to
spoil the fun.

We wouldn�t let a winter go by
without a weekend at Giants Ridge.
We�ll spend the weekend of
February 6-8 there, where
skiers can indulge in their
preference for either downhill or
cross-country, or both. We will be driv-
ing up to The Range the weekend of
February 6-8.  

Everybody who went to Maplelag
Resort (near Detroit Lakes) last year
had such a good time that we�re doing
a repeat cross-country ski weekend
there. Since home-cooked meals are
included, I�m not sure if it�s the skiing
or the food that is so enticing. You can
see details and contact information for

these trips by clicking the event on the
MSC web site calendar.

Some of our members are joining
in with Snofuls and Traverski on their
March 14-21 trip by rail to Whitefish,
MT to ski Whitefish Mountain, former-
ly known as Big Mountain.

We will have a spring planning
meeting on a Saturday in April. When
an exact date is decided, it will be post-

ed on the MSC web site calendar. For
the last couple years, we

have met at Old Country
Buffet, where we combined

business with overeating of the
many choices served at brunch. I don�t
know what others think, but that�s a
good draw for me! Count me in!

Elan Vital is a small smoke-free ski
and social club with both summer and
winter activities. For more information
about the club or scheduled events, go
to the MSC web site at www.midwest-
fun.org and under �join a club� or �con-
tact us�, click on Elan Vital.

Carol DeVore

ELAN VITAL
Smoke-Free Ski & Social Club FOR SALE!

Web Domains

www.MNSKICLUB.com
www.MNSNOWCLUB.com

$1,000 ea, $1,800 both

jerryhouse@gmail.com
651-776-1501

INTERNET

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
CONTACT ALICE at:

651-429-6606
or

612-221-8424
or

aliceskier@comcast.net

March 13-15, 2009

Ski Hawks
St. Patrick�s Day Spring

Fling
at

� Quad price is $229 each (2 people per bed)
� Double price is $279 each (1 person per bed)

PRICE DEADLINE of FEBRUARY 14, 2009
Package Includes:

� 2 nights lodging at the Lodge at Giants Ridge (Ski-In/Ski-Out)
� Round trip bus transportation from Minneapolis (3.5 hours)
� Indoor pool, whirlpool, fitness center
� Private breakfast buffet Saturday and Sunday mornings
� D. J. music both Friday and Saturday nights in the lounge
� Slope side BBQ lunch at the chalet on Saturday
� All gratuities and taxes included at Giants Ridge. Transportation

tips not included.
**Add-On�s Available by Advance Purchase: 3 day lift ticket for

$58

Ski Hawks Trip Chairs are: Keith Malmer and Mark Moroney
Keith Malmer: 651-436-1236 or Mark Moroney: Moroney@att.net

Send checks made payable to Ski Hawks, to:
Ski Hawks Spring Fling
523 Quinmore Ave. N.
Lakeland, MN 55043

Endorsed

We recognize that normally August is
the time for boating, tropical weather,
and nights out on the town... How about
adding �Schussing down the Slopes�?
Sound radical?  For those of us who
live for skiing yet want to explore the
best of both worlds - please join us on
our trip to the Southern Hemisphere!

We will embark on August 11,
2009 to the snowy Lake Mountain
Region of Bariloche in Patagonia.
After three or four days skiing
and enjoying the idyllic
scenery and culture of the
Southern Region, we will fly
to Buenos Aires - �The Jewel
of South America�.

Enjoy the �Art of Tango�
dancing in the Burroughs of the City of
Evita, explore an authentic Gaucho
Ranchero or experience the wine, cui-
sine, and culture of this wonderful city
for 3 nights.  

From Buenos Aires, we will
embark on our optional extension trip
to Iguazu Falls, which is in a sub-tropi-
cal northern region of Argentina, just
south of the Equator.

Iguazu Falls is a paradise of
steamy jungles and the widest water-
falls on the planet.  The entire region is
breathtaking and hiking on the
Argentina side or the Brazilian side of

the falls will be spectacular (Visa
required for Brazil).  Some of us will be
learning about the jungles and preserv-
ing the tropical rain forests as well as
rock climbing, rappelling, and zip lin-
ing through the trees.  Others will take
Zodiac Boat Tour to view the majestic
falls from up close and personal.  Many
breakfasts and meals will be compli-
mentary during the trip, along with 4
star accommodations. 

Join us for just 8 days or the
full 12 days of adventure; experi-
encing 3 areas of unique South
American culture and beauty.
Our goal is to make your trip one
of the best you have ever experi-

enced. For details contact Chris
Mickman at 763-434-4678 or Jackie
Melgard at 612-272-5473.  

We would also like to invite
you to preview our trip and whet your
appetite at a South American themed
event at the Conga Latin Bistro on
Friday, January, Jan 30th we will enjoy
music, wonderful dishes and dancing,
and prizes emanating from the
�Dancing Piæata�.   Professional dance
instruction and Latin Appetizers will be
available. Details to follow on the MSC
and Club websites.

Chris Mickman

JOIN US IN ARGENTINA!

It�s great to see so much interest in
the Meet �n� Ski events this winter.
Nine events have been scheduled and
there are still three to go in
February. Hart Skis will be
at Welch at the February
7th event offering free
demos.

If you haven�t been to
at least one, you�re missing out on a
good time. Lift tickets are discounted,
and except for the events at Afton Alps,
tickets are to be purchased from the

club rep. There will be a table set up for
this. Bring your club membership card.
At Afton, when you buy your ticket,

show your club card and men-
tion that you are there for Meet
�n� Ski. The schedule is posted
on the MSC web site and indi-
vidual club web sites may have
information as well. 

I can be reached at 612-729-5854
or carolskis@comcast.net

Carol DeVore, 
Coordinating Committee

MEET ‘n’ SKI

Next Sportster Deadline - April 1
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Three Day Weekend
Thanks to your friends in Wausau/
Central Wisconsin, every seven days 
you have the opportunity to take an 
average weekend and turn it into a 
Three Day Weekend. Travel budget 
friendly, the Three Day Weekend is a 
new lodging package where you pay 
regular price for Friday and Saturday 
night and Sunday night is free. 
Designed to fit your schedule, you can 
pick any (or every) weekend in 2009 
and choose from up to twenty different 
hotels.  

Who doesn’t like a Three Day 
Weekend? You wake up on Sunday  
and you experience “the moment.”  It’s 
called the Sunday Sigh…it’s that 
moment when you realize it’s Saturday 
again and things like work and school 
are still another whole day away. It’s 

amazing how an extra day can turn a 
simple weekend into a mini-vacation. 
Your Uncle Sam schedules at least five 
of them a year but now you can create 
a Three Day Weekend all on your own 
by borrowing Monday from the work 
week. Check out www.visitwausau.com 
for participating hotels.

Wausau/Central Wisconsin is a  
convenient and affordable destination 
to take a Three Day Weekend. Just a 
few hours east into Wisconsin you will 
find one of the best places to play in 
the snow.

Downhill Skiing
Granite Peak Ski Area has quickly 
become Wisconsin’s premier ski  
destination, and the 2008-09 season 
has exciting new amenities in store.  
The base village has newly paved and 

888-WI-VISIT
www.visitwausau.com

Request a FREE Official
Visitors Magazine today!

Duluth, MN. . . . . . . . . . .235
Minneapolis, MN . . . . . .186
Rochester, MN. . . . . . . .237
St Paul, MN . . . . . . . . . .175

Mileage to Wausau

heated pathways and expanded ticket 
booths. The historic chalet has been  
completely renovated to offer a new 
lounge area upstairs with great mountain 
views. Take advantage of new outdoor 
seating on the huge patio featuring patio 
heaters, a fire ring, brat fry and live  
entertainment every Saturday. There’s  
also expanded changing rooms and  
restrooms to add to the comfortable new 
atmosphere.

Cross Country Skiing
In addition to great downhill skiing, the 
Wausau Area has one of the premier 
cross-country skiing areas in the state. 
The Nine Mile Forest Recreation Area 
boast miles of trails including lighted trails 
for nighttime skiing.

Shop Around
Now is the perfect time to explore the 
great shopping districts in the Wausau 
Area for new spring fashions. From 
national brands to local favorites, you’ll 
find a diverse array of retail malls, antique 
stores and specialty shops. Check out 
Granite Peak’s ski shop offering a  
selection of gear and apparel. 

Arts and Culture
Check the pulse of our thriving arts  
community. Enjoy feature performances, 
touring exhibits, and popular artists. Stroll 
though the Woodson Art Museum’s latest 
exhibition or visit the Center for Visual 
Arts. There’s also a season of great  
entertainment at the Grand Theater on 
ArtsBlock, including Broadway shows, 
music, comedy and family programs. 

For more information  
and participating  

hotels go online at:
www.visitwausau.com

Granite Peak Ski Area
Hotel/Ski Package includes:

Three nights of lodging 
and three days of skiing 

for the price of two.
Available only at:

www.skigranitepeak.com

Three Day 
Weekend

Events

WOODSON ART MUSEUM
Quilt National 2007:

The Best of Contemporary Quilts
Jan 24 – Mar 29, 2009

Craig Nutt: Wood Transformed
Jan 24 – Mar 29, 2009

CENTER FOR THE VISUAL ARTS
Midwest Seasons

Jan 16 – Mar 1, 2009

In The Flow: Wisconsin Waterways
Mar 6 – April 19

Log onto our website  
www.visitwausau.com 

for a complete  
events calendar. 

FEBRUARY 2009
Feb 2  National Acrobats of China
Feb 6-8  Family Festival Weekend

Feb 6-8  Badger State Winter Games
Feb 19  Gilbert & Sullivan's 
            The Mikado: Opera a la Carte

Feb 21  Ice Tee Classic
Feb 25  The Pajama Game

MARCH 2009
Mar 3  Diavolo

Mar 13-15  Family Festival Weekend
       Mar 17  Karan Casey Band: 
                    St. Patrick's Day Party

Mar 19  The Drowsy Chaperone
Mar 21  Rain: The Beatles Experience

Mar 21  Rail Jam Competition
Mar 21  WSAU Sports, Leisure, 
             Home and Recreation Show

Mar 23-Apr 4  Avalanche Days
Mar 26  Brad Garrett

Mar 28  Big Air Competition

http://www.skigranitepeak.com

